
TheConsulate ofMexico
in Laredo is launching the
Binational Education
Week and promoting the
Education App “Guia Edu-
cativa” by the Institute of
Mexicans Abroad.

The inauguration was
held Monday, as many in-
dividuals gathered for the
special week. Everyday
through Aug. 26, the Con-
sulate of Mexico in Laredo
will host Facebook Live
events about local educa-
tion programs, online edu-
cation programs and Mex-
ican culture.

TheConsulate ofMexico
in Laredo has partnered
with Laredo Independent
School District, Workforce
Solutions of South Texas,
Universidad de Guadalaja-

ra and Mexico’s Secretaria
of Public Education in or-
der to provide resources to
the community on how to
continue their education or
academic goals.

Natalia Gamboa, Assis-
tant of the Department of
Community Affairs of the
Consulate General of Mex-
ico in Laredo, said that one
of the Consulate's priori-
ties is to provide informa-
tion on educational oppor-
tunities to nationals in the
United States.

"The purpose is to pro-
mote the academic im-
provement of the commu-
nity with the support of lo-
cal partners," she said.

Gamboa added that the
Laredo consular office has
had theEducationalOrien-
tation for many years.

"We provide informa-
tion and advice on educa-

tional opportunities, pro-
gramsand services that the
Mexican community can
access from the region
where they live and are
available all year round,"
she said. "However, over
the nextweekwewill high-
light these educational re-
sources that are available
in our community."

Additionally, Fernanda
Uribe added she is happy
to be able to coordinate this
event to the community, as
the community often asks
for academic assistance
and opportunities.

“Throughout the year,
our community asks us
about scholarships, online
programs and grade trans-
lation.We expect to receive
more requests this week,
andweare alwayshappy to
help,” Uribe said.

Uribe shared that there

is no need of registration
for these resources but
people should stay tunedof
the Consulate of Mexico of
Laredo’s social media pag-
es for future updates.

“I am happy to coordi-
nate this project. Our team
and partners are ready to
share information to all
community members in-
terested in bettering their
education goals,” Uribe
said.

The week featured nu-
merous topics to be dis-
cussed with the communi-
ty for Binational Education
Week including:

• Monday — Promotion
of Educational App.

• Tuesday—Promotion
of Free Books and Texts.

• Wednesday — Prep
Online SEP. Topic taught
online on FB Live at 11 a.m.
GED/High School Pro-

gram. Topic taught online
via FB Live at 4 p.m.

• Friday — Open and
Distance University Pro-
gram. In person at the con-
sulate at 10 a.m. Cultural
Diversity and Indigenous
Identity Workshop. Topic
taught online via FBLive at
11 a.m

The Consulate General
of Mexico is located at 1612
Farragut Street.

For any questions or
comments, go to the email

servicioslar@sre.gob.mx
or call 956-723-0990 ext.
233 or 234. You can also fol-
low the social networks of
the Consulate General of
Mexico in Laredo to stay
informed about the activi-
ties carried out @consul-
mexlaredo Facebook/
Twitter/Instagram/Tik-
Tok.

Malena Charur contribut-
ed to this story

karol.garcia@lmtonline.com

Consulate ofMexico in Laredo
inaugurates Binational EducationWeek

Courtesy/Consulate of Mexico in Laredo

The Binantional Education Week aims to provide
academic opportunities to Mexican nationals.
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EXPERIENCE the
difference
At Doctors Hospital of Laredo, you'll feel a difference when you walk
in our doors. There's a pride in the care we deliver and a commitment
to serving Laredo's growing healthcare needs. You'll see the difference
in our enhanced services and expanding network of care including:

• Freestanding Emergency Departments (FEDs)

• Outpatient diagnostic centers

• Providence Health Center offers outpatient and surgical services

• The area’s only heart surgery program

• Affiliations with new primary and specialty care practices
of Laredo Physicians Group

Our ongoing investments in highly trained and skilled staff, advanced
services, technologies, facilities and community partnerships provide
you with more access and convenience than ever before. It’s the
difference … THE DOCTORS Difference.

 To find a doctor, visit
doctorshosplaredo.com
or call 956-523-2000.

10700 McPherson Road • Laredo, TX 78045

Physicians are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Doctors Hospital of
Laredo. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. Doctors
Hospital of Laredo is directly or indirectly owned by a partnership that includes physician owners,
including certain members of the hospital medical staff. For language assistance, disability
accommodations and the nondiscrimination notice, visit our website. 221029250-1057987 8/22

The Laredo Chamber of
Commerce annually at-
tracts over 300 visitors and
hunters through the re-
nowned South Texas hunt-
ing awards banquet event.

This year, the Cola Blan-
ca Big Buck Contest
Awards Banquet & Exhibi-
tionwill take place onAug.
27 at the LIFEDowns Pa-
vilion starting at 6 p.m.

The community event
features great food for our
several hundred attendees,
exhibit booths, gun raffles,
music, a unique opportuni-
ty to view the winning tro-
phy mounts and a gist of
what South Texas out-
doors have to offer.

This prestigious event
has offered for over 35
years some of the best
hunting prizes with the
customary bronze tro-
phies, which are iconic for
Cola Blanca. Cola Blanca’s
goal is also to encourage
our youth to discover the

experience of the outdoors.
The Sames Laredo

Chevrolet Cola Blanca Big
BuckContest Awards Ban-
quet is proudly sponsored
by Sames Laredo Chevro-
let; AEP Texas; American
National Insurance Co.;
B&B Homes; Cactus Jack
Ranch; Capital FarmCred-
it; ACA; Falcon Bank; IBC
Bank / Commerce Bank;
IBC Bank Zapata; Killam
Ranch Properties; L&F
Distributors; Midwest

Sterilization Corporation;
Neel Title Corporation;
Rancho La Barranca; San-
ta Elvira Vela Ranch; Som-
brerito Ranch; Southern
Distributing Co., Inc.; Tex-
as Community Bank; and
The Brownstone Group.

For more information
about booth spaces, table
reservations, sponsor-
ships or to purchase your
ticket for the event, please
visit colablanca.com.

Cola Blanca banquet coming
to LIFEDowns this weekend
COURTESY OF THE LAREDO

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Pictured are images from the Cola Blanca Big Buck
Contest Awards Banquet & Exhibition in 2018.

Cynthia Mares official-
ly announced her candi-
dacy for City of Laredo
Mayor at the stairs of City
Hall on Tuesday.

During a presentation,
Mares discussed her plat-
form and what she would
like to do for the commu-
nity if she were elected as
city leader in November.

Mares said she wants
to address thewater issue
to make sure the commu-
nity has complete access
to clean and safe water.
She would also have
plans to work on infra-
structure in the city and
see what needs to be
fixed.

Increasing safety in the
community and for chil-
dren — considering re-
cent violence around the
country including as
close as the recent Uvalde
tragedy — is also a focus,
as well as supporting first
responders and law en-
forcement agents, Mares
said.

The mayoral candidate
also said she will be judi-
cious and fiscally respon-

sible for the budget, mak-
ing sure there is not ex-
cessive spending so that
the city can keep taxes
where they are or at a
lower amount, if possible.

“By looking at the
council meetings and
hearing all the issues, I
am frustrated and upset,”
Mares said. “What is go-
ing on in that city coun-
cil? Everybody is discon-
nected and nobody com-
municates, and every-
body does their own
thing. At the end of the
day, what suffers is the
communities because of
the issues that are not get-
ting addressed.”

According to a release
provided by Roberto
Tellez, Mares wants to
make City Hall work to
end corruption by estab-
lishing the first-ever Mu-
nicipal Public Integrity
Unit to investigate and
prosecute the mayor, city
councilmembers or any
other official for commit-
ting any ethical, charter
or ordinance violations
or wrongdoings.

“I am excited,” Mares
said. “I want to be the
first to sign up, and now I

find that I am the only
woman, so that’s a plus of
motivation and excite-
ment to show the younger
generation of ladies who
want to aspire and say,
‘You can do it. Set your
mind to it and give your
300%.

“It’s not going to be
easy, and don’t expect
changes over a week or
so. Some are issues that
have been building up, so
I am going to look for the
root of what went wrong
and the cause what hap-
pened to redirect things.”

Mares also encouraged
the community to go out
and vote on the upcoming
election this fall.

Mares currently serves
as CEO and President of
M.Mares and Associates,
a financial consulting
firm. Additionally, she
has served 20 years serv-
ing as CAA andAdminis-
trative Services Director
for Webb County and
worked in the banking in-
dustry as Corporate Mar-
keting Director.

karol.garcia@lmton-
line.com

CynthiaMares announces
her candidacy formayor

Courtesy photo

Cynthia Mares announced on Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022 she will be a candidate for
the next mayor of Laredo.

By Karol Garcia
LAREDO MORNING TIMES


